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By REGINALD STUART
mwmnrvpunu

MNASSA?I;Q m% mu - R:nI:Uotg: " T HouseHearingstoBeHeld

tween t tates . Meanwhile, in the United States, a
Bahamas are being strained by a grow. p from the House Foreign Affairs
ing con over the conduct of ttee is scheduled to hold hear-
American law-enforcement agents in Wednesday in Washington on co-
thanhnmuwhoA::r:eeldnxtob mmrﬂ operations based in
charges cans suspect: Bahamas conduct .
of drug and tax violations here. the % Amerl

Prime Minister Lynden O. Pindling
and other top Bahamian officials have
responded with outrage in recent
weeks to news reports in the United
States that Federal agents this sum.
mer p
Bahamian Cabinet minister to trap
violators and reports that members of
the Pindling Government had accepted
bribes to ignore illegal
Some top American cials have
denied the allegations, \

In interviews, the Prime Minister
and Paul L. Adderly, Bahamian Minis-
ter for External Affairs, that
American agents had violated the
sovereignty of the Bahamas by operat-
ing covert drug and tax investigations
without the consent of the Bahamian
Government.

They also charged that the disclosure
of rts that Bahamian officials were
involved in these illegal schemes was

of an effort to discredit and desta-
lize the Pindling government.
‘Conspiracy’ Is Charged

““We believe there is a conspiracy
here, directed against the Government
of the Bahamas and the Prime Minis-

ter in particular,” sald Mr. Adderley,
who Is also the country’s Attorney Gen-

eral.
" Although neither the American Am-
bassador nor State Department offi-
clais would comment on the situation,
officials of the Drug Enforcement
tration denled conducting any
operations in the Bahamas without the
knowledge and approval of Bahamian
officials.

“It is completely false and a viola-
tion of D.E.A. procedure for agents to
operate within the Bahamas, even in
Bahamian airspace, without notifica-
tion to Bahamian authorities,” said
Frank Monastero, the drug agency's
assistant administrator for operations.
“The Bahamians have been totally
cooperative, so in any event, there
would have been no reason to operate
there without telling them."”

operations.

roposed an operation involving a

can in tions here will be a sub-
ject ofv‘t:te’ﬁ:euﬂnp. said the panel's
chairman, Representative Edward F.
F , Democratof Ohio. -

Bahamians themselves concede
that their nation's strict bank secrecy
laws may make it an attractive place
for people, many of them believed to be
Americans, who seek to avoid paying
taxes on their | and i{llegal income.
They also con
islands that run from the Straits of
Florida to Hait in the Caribbean, has
been used as a meajor refueling and
transfer point for smugglers carrying
drugs to the United States from South
America. American officlals have long
suspected that the source of much drug
money is being hidden by movement
through Bahamian banks,

Bahamian officials estimate that
$144 billion of all foreign assets held by
American banks are on deposit in
banks in the Bahamas and the Cayman
Islands. They also estimate that more
than 80 t of the cocaine coming
into the United States is routed through
the Bahamas. :

Cmgxuaioml testimony indicates
that Federal law-enforcement m

!cies have become increasingly

trated in their efforts to slow this ille-
traffic, and they place some of the
lame on the Bahamian Government,
which in turn contends that the drug
and tax evasion problems are the prob-

lems of the United States.
Most Recent Incident

The latest strain on relations be-
tween the United States and the Pin-
dling Government followed an NBC
News television report this month
about drug trafficking in the Bahamas.

An NBC News reporter, quoting what
he said was a Justice Department intel-
ligence report, said Prime Minister
Pindling and other top officials of the
Bahamian Government were reported
to have been paid bribes to ignore a
suspected muitimillion-dollar smug-
gling operation reportedly involving a
purported associate of Robert L.
Vesco, an American financier who is a
fugitive.

e that their nation, 700

U.S.-Bahamian Relati.ohs;Are' Straining Under Drug/
- B m-e;_tigations

‘The New York Times / Reginaid Steart

Tilton Lamar Chester Jr., a profes-
sional pilot who says he covertly ,
flew U.S. drug agents to Bahamas. -

- According to the NBC News report,
Carlos Enrique Lehder Rivas, a Colom-
blan cocaine wholesaler who was

t to be an associate of Mr. Vesco,
was suspected of paying Mr. Pindling
and other members of his Government
as much as $100,000 a month to ignore
Mr. Lehder's drug ration on Nor-
‘man’s Cay, an isl in the Exumas

Mr. Vesco and Mr. Lehder both lived
on the island in the late 1970's. In 1880
Mr. Vesco was declared ‘‘undesirable”’
by the Bahamian Government and was
expelled. His whereabouts are un-
known.

-IaW , John C. Lawn, deputy
administrator of the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, and Mr. Monastero said
that information for the NBC News re-
port on alleged bribery was not con-
tained in a Justice Department intelli-
gence report butina computerized file
on Mr. Lehder, which included it as
just one unsubstantiated allegation re-
ceived about him.

Mr. Lehder, now considered a fugi-
tive, was indicted in 1981 by a Federal
-, grand jury in Jacksonville, Fla, in con-
nection with a cocaine ring in north
Flroida. :

Interview With Ambassador

-The NBC News report included an in-
terview with Lev Dobriansky, the
American Ambassador to the Baha.
mas, who said he quashed a recent plan
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
to lure an influential Bahamian official
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onto a b.ona; take him ;‘om international
waters try to get to accept a
bribe. All of it was to be filmed by the
F.B.1., Mr. Dobri said.

Mr. Dobriansky told NBC News that
one reason he st the F.B.1. plan
was that it t upset delicate ne-

5. Navy submarine testing bass 18

.S. Navy subma tes
the Bahamas.” . tine

*“This can be very embarrassing,’” he
said. *'It could, nntunll{would be, and
it could be very desta . When
you look at the total picture, 1 mean,
our relations with the Bahamas is not
solely in the area, Thereare
other things which over the long
would be more important than the

‘ % Monastero said there was no
lan to offer the official a bribe on the
L.

The D.E.A. officlals said the inquiry
in which the official’s name came up
had no to do with the F.B.1. Rath-
er, they said, it was in connection with
an undercover
Miami office of the D.E.A. and the In-
ltex'mml Revenue Service }nlg eomideux:g

as a means of investiga

mwnde in the Bahamas. But
Ambassador Dobriansky, whose per-
mission was sought, stopped the inves-
tigation, which would have involved
setting upa y bank to trap money
launderers, they said.
Other incidents that have contrib-
uted to the controversy include these:

gA declaration by Mr. Adderley, the

Bahamian Foreign Minister, that he
had not_authorized American officials
to proosed with the widely publicized
“Operation Grouper,” a charged
denied by American officials. Opera.
tion Grouper was a Drug Enforcement
Administration undercover operation
i staged from May 1878 to March 1861
that resulted in the arrest of 155 ‘*high-
level managers” of marijuana busi-
nesses in New York, California, Flor-
ida, Maine, Georgia, Louisiana and
Puerto Rico.

9An attempt by a former Assistant

United States Agomc}' in Houston,
Frank Robin Jr., to sell Justice Depart-
ment documents to a lawyer represent.
ing Tilton Lamar Chester Jr., the sub-
ject of a grand jury narcotics investiga-
tion. According to a transcript of tape
ncmm?g P in court, Mr. Robin
told Jetfrey of Atlanta, Mr.
Chester’s lawyer, that the documents
he was offering to sell could prevent his
client from going to trial because they
showed violations of laws rning
the conduct of American investigative
agents abroad. The tapes were played
at the trial of Mr. Robin, who was con-
victed on Federal bribery and obstruc-
tion of justice last month in At-
Janta. contents of the documents,
described as “‘sensitive,” were not dis-
closed during the trial.

operation that the {

qStatements by Mr, Chester, a pro-
fessional pilot, in three recent inter-
views that he had flown Federal drug
enforcement agents to the Bahamas
|from the United States without the
* gnowl of the Bahamian authori-
ties. Federal drug officials deny this,
saying Mr. Chester would not have
been in a position to know whether
proper procedures had been followed.
GA finding by a Federal District
.| Court in Atlanta that Government law-
.| yers and other Federal employees had
released unauthorized information to
the news media about grand jury pro-
ceedings in Houston and Atlanta that
related to pursuits here of
tax evaders and drug smugglers. The
g:vemmmt did not contest the find.

Said to Have Cooperated

The drug agency, in a statement
issued at the end of Operation Grouper,
acknowledged the cooperation of the
Bahamian authorities. But Mr, Adder-
ley said in an interview that he had no
record of giving final approval to the
United States officials.

“‘Grouper was a major investigation,
but only a small part of it had to do with
'the Bahamas,” Mr. Lawn said. *‘We
wouldn't notify the Bahamas about the
whole operation, just the part in the
Bahamas.”

Rear Adm. Donald C. Thompson,
southeast regional coordinator for the
recently organized National Narcotics
Border Interdiction System, said he
was ‘‘not aware of significant prob-
lems” between the United States and
the Bahamas over drug investigations.
“‘But it's sort of difficult sometimes to
always make sure we're in constant
contact,” he said. ““Whether there are
glitches from time to time, I'm not
going to comment on that."’

|
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Admiral Thompson coordinates t!
drug interdiction activities of the Coa
ﬁgum' mm FBI. ?mt‘f

ence cy, F.B.I, «
and Naturalization Service, Defen:
Intelligence Agency and Federal Avi:
tion Administration. His agency is tt
offspring of the Vice President’s Sou!
Florida Task Force on drug interdi:
tion.

Another area of friction between tt
American and Bahamian authorities -
in banking. The American Governme:
has made it no secret that it feels th

: Bahamians have not responded satl

factorily to American demands fc

' more cooperation on bank secrecy, a:

' mian courts, it was

thereul‘ld " 1 u:;erlng
filegal drugs money la .
il of the Jusiice il Yrwen, . .
ficial of the ce rtment, tes
fied before the Smmrmma;t Sut
committee on Investigations that th
department intended to get tough wit

countries with bank laws tha
did not accommodate Unitex
States.

The Bahamians also have tight se
crecy laws on the ownership of busi
nesses. Such information is not re
quired to be a matter of public record
but Mr. Adderley said that inthe onein
stance when United States officlals re
quested access to records from Baha.
granted.

Another obstacle is that because the
Bahamas have no taxes, there are nc
tax laws to be broken. Bahamian offi.
cials have been resistant for decades tc
accommodating other nations in cases
whir:nno Bahamian laws have been
broken. i
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